
 
 

  Our mission:  to collect, preserve and share the history of the Granite Falls region to foster better understanding and  
appreciation of the values that built our city and contributed to our County’s rural heritage. 

Our purpose:  to locate and identify appropriate material, to protect and interpret that material, and finally to make it  
available to the greatest possible extent. 

 

 
Dues 

 

GFHS is an all-volunteer organization with no paid staff. We 
function solely on the dues and donations that we receive from 
our members and friends. All monies (100%) are used for 
programs and paying our bills. Dues are very reasonable. 
Consider joining our museum!  

 

$100 lifetime membership 
$20 family membership 
$15 single membership 

               $0 student membership (free!) 

 

1.  online - use our PayPal link 

 

2.  by mail (check), PO Box 1414, Granite Falls WA 98252 

 

3.  at the museum (cash or check), Sundays, noon - 5PM 

 

GRANITE FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
109 E. Union Street, Granite Falls, WA 98252 

(360) 691-2603 http://www.gfhistory.org 
  

 
s 
 

 May 2022

 

1. Ted Peddycord and Tom Bergan Memorials  
2. Research 
3. Collecting 
4. Interpreting/Learning 
5. Sharing 
6. Scholarships 
7. Taking care of business 
8. Events planning 
 
1. Ted Peddycord and Tom Bergan Memorials -  
Ted Peddycord - A Celebration of Life for Ted Peddycord 
is planned for noon - 2:00 PM, Saturday, June 4th. It will 
span both the Granite Falls Civic Center and the Museum, 
and everyone is encouraged to participate! Ted, a member 

of Granite Falls High School Class of 1950, was involved 
with the museum for over 20 years and served as president 
of the Historical Society starting in 2002. Memorials may be 
made to the Granite Falls Museum, PO Box 1414, Granite 
Falls, WA 98252. 
Tom Bergan – A celebration of Life for Tom Bergan is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 18th, 2022 from 1:00 PM - 4:00 
PM at the Granite Falls Eagles. Tom, a member of Granite 

Falls Class of 1965 and U.S. Army veteran, was 
instrumental in assisting with museum plans and work, and 
served as a Board Member for several years. Memorials 
may be made to the Granite Falls Museum, P. O. Box 1414, 
Granite Falls, WA 98252 
Eldon Kirstein - On May 15th, a number of the museum 
members attended the Celebration of Life held for long-time 

To our friends and members  
throughout the community, state, and across all borders: 

“Thank you for your support!” 
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June 2022 Calendar 

 

Jun 2-3 - 3rd-grade classes to visit museum 
Jun 3 - Friday, GFHS Graduation 
Jun 4  - Ted Peddycord Memorial, 12-2pm Civic Center 
Jun 5 - Sunday, noon to 5pm, Museum is open  
Jun 7-9 - 4th-grade classes to visit museum 
Jun 12 - Sunday, noon to 5pm, Museum is open 
Jun 19  - Sunday, noon to 5pm, Museum is open  
Jun 26  - Sunday, noon to 5pm, Museum is open 
Jun 27 - Monday, 7pm, Board meeting, City Hall  
 

GFHS member and Treasurer Eldon Kirstein. The event 
included some great stories, pictures, and memories! Eldon 
was a vital part of the museum for many years. 
Shirley (Curtis) Hall - We received the sad news in early 
April that Shirley (Curtis) Hall passed away in January. She 

was born in what we call the “Sharp House", the museum 
house that was build about 1905. Shirley graduated from 
Granite Falls High School in 1941, the same year as Eldon. 
Her obituary can be found here. 
 
2. Research - Finding answers to questions. 
2A Spithill Mill - From the original request on April 27th, we 
began an extended exchange of information with Jack 
Spithill (currently residing in Texas) regarding his granddad 
John (Jack) Spithill, who once ran Spithill’s Mill, just 
across the river from today’s Miller Shingle Mill. We had 
maps and photos to share, and subsequently researched the 
ultimate death and burial of family members. With the help of 
folks at the Evergreen Cemetery in Everett, we have finally 
determined that Spithill had died in Monroe, was cremated 
at Washelli in Seattle, but his ashes were “lost in time”. They 
were once sent to his home in Everett, but were returned, 
and afterward haven’t been found. Jack really enjoyed the 
information we had online, that we found from other local 
sources, and that we provided in pictures, maps, and various 
documents. 
2B Clearview gun club - On May 2nd, we received an inquiry 
for the possible location of a gun club near Clearview. Elsie 
Mann turned out to have the instant answer regarding its 
location, and we were able to forward the details (and maps) 
to the Everett Library! There were even pictures of the club- 
 

house in Elsie’s book Maltby and Neighbors. You can read 
highlights in Elsie's HistoryLink article. 
 
3. Collecting - Our mission is to collect, and collect we will! 
3A. Eldon Kirstein old photos - On May 3rd, we examined 
many pictures that Eldon’s family gave to Ron Chew. Some 
came from the days when Eldon and his folks lived around 
Startup, and some from the early days on the farm near 
Granite Falls. We’ve subsequently received additional 
pictures from among Eldon’s papers, which included several 

images of Granite Falls gatherings we’d never seen, along 
with previously unseen pictures of Lake Stevens and our 
local fish ladder! 
3B. 45 Mine - On May 6th, we hosted the Gallears, who 
came from the peninsula to investigate the 45 Mines (south 
of Silverton, north of Index/Galena). 
Lacey Gallear brought a manuscript 
written by Daniel R Pinkham about 
mining operations (the Pinkham 
family owned the mines at that 
point). She also brought a copy of 
the book Lydia E. Pinkham’s 
Private text-book upon Ailments 
Peculiar to Women, a rather unique 
medical text. We scanned and 
OCRed both, making a digital copy 
that could be electronically searched! 
Lacey and her husband hope to someday hike into the area 
of the mines. Both texts are very valuable historic resources 
added to our collection! 
3C Canyon Creek Lodge - On May 17th, we hosted Eric 
Sundby and his sister, whose parents owned the Canyon 
Creek Lodge for over a decade. They brought with them a 
number of pictures and documents that we scanned into our 
collection. 
 
4. Interpreting/Learning - Taking the opportunity to find out 
more about what's going on! 
4A. VR - Back on April 27th, Tom and Fred attended a 
meeting hosted by the Everett Library regarding a “virtual 
reality” (VR) grant available to about six libraries in the State 
(see April 2022 newsletter, item 4). Since then, we 
subsequently provided ideas for the Northwest Room to 
include in their grant application. We also contacted the 
grantors regarding some technical suggestions that could 
make 360-degree photography a real boon to the “historical 
preservation” community. We are still awaiting results. 
 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/heraldnet/name/shirley-hall-obituary?id=32356161
https://www.millershingle.com/
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/everett-wa/evergreen-funeral-home-and-cemetery/7568
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/funeral-homes/seattle-wa/evergreen-washelli-funeral-home/8363?utm_source=google_my_business&utm_medium=organic
https://www.epls.org/195/Northwest-Room
https://sno-isle.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S121C491742
https://www.historylink.org/File/11149
https://www.epls.org/
https://www.epls.org/195/Northwest-Room
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4C. HPC - on May 17th, Tom Thorleifson and Fred Cruger 
attended the monthly meeting of the Snohomish County 
Historic Preservation Commission (HPC). The primary 
agenda items were the nomination of a new member (Cheri 
Ryan), and the situation of the Lake Stevens Historical 
Society and Museum. The City of Lake Stevens has 
applied for a grant to help with the construction of a new 
building that could hold the museum, but there are still lots of 
discussions surrounding how much of the new building the 
museum will be allowed to occupy. Stay tuned . . . 
4D. Lake Stevens Grimm House visit - On May 27th, Fred 
Cruger and several members of the HPC visited the Grimm 
House in Lake Stevens. After being moved, the house sat 
through the extreme cold winter and the exceptionally hot 
summer (100+°F) without any utilities and there was fear 
extensive damage had been done to things like woodwork 
and wallpaper. There was some damage that will definitely 
need special attention, but not as much as feared. The 
house should be ready for use in the near future.  
4B. Roosevelt Store - On May 14th, we received word that  
the locally-famous Roosevelt Store would be closing its 
doors at the end of the month. It has been a commercial 
landmark for a long time in the rural area between 
Snohomish and Monroe. You can find more in this 
Snohomish Tribune article found here. 
 
5. Sharing - We share the information we have because it is 
our mission. 
5A. Warner Blake - On May 4th, we received word from 
Snohomish's Warner Blake that the guided walking tours in 
Snohomish would resume this summer! Warner states: 
“Many of you followed the news of the Early Snohomish 
Heritage Trail -- large interpretative signs installed in the 
underused kiosks on the south side of First Street from 

Union to Avenue D the year before the COVID lockdown. My 
intention to offer guided walking tours was placed on hold -- 
until now. The two-hour walking tours, offered from June 
through September, will begin and end at the renovated 
Carnegie Building on Cedar Avenue. Limited to only 12 
people, we will head down First, cross Avenue D then return 
via the Riverfront Trail. Cost is by donation but tickets are 
required, available at Eventbrite.” 
5B. Passport Office signs for City Hall - On May 8th, we 
provided designs for a couple signs to be used for the new 

passport office in the Civic Center. They utilized Northern 
Pacific Railroad font and a number of vintage images. Look 
for the signs soon! Passport service starts on June 6.  
5C. School visits - All month long, Tom Thorleifson has 
been scheduling the elementary school classroom visits to 
the museum. Because of the virtual learning during COVID, 
students were not able to meet or go on field trips. We are 
getting “caught up” by hosting all 3rd-grade, 4th-grade, and 
5-grade classes, a total of 18 classes. On May 16-17, Tom 
visited six 5th-grade classes at Monte Cristo Elementary. 

Those six classes then visited the museum on May 19-20, 
hosted by Fred Cruger and Tom. On May 24-27, all eight 
3rd-grade classes were visited, with those classes visiting 
the museum starting on May 31 and will continue into that 
week ending June 2-3. The following week starting June 6, 
Tom will visit four 4th-grade classes at the school, and they 
will visit the museum on June 7-9. During the school visits, 
the students are provided some background information on 
the museum, are shown an educational video about Granite 
Falls schools, and are further prepared for a productive 
museum visit. The initial visits have gone well, with 
appreciation expressed by teachers and student. 
5D. Texas visitors - On May 16th, we received a request 
from Rebekah Filson for a small group visit on May 21st. 
Her husband’s ancestor opened the well-known Filson Store 
in Seattle, but before that Filson had a store servicing the 
needs of the Monte Cristo gold miners! They later moved to 
Seattle to service the Alaskan Gold Rush, and the store 

https://www.heraldnet.com/news/history-will-live-on-in-a-transformed-lake-stevens-downtown/
https://www.heraldnet.com/news/history-will-live-on-in-a-transformed-lake-stevens-downtown/
https://www.facebook.com/SnohomishCountyTribune/
http://www.snoho.com/html/stories_2022/05252022_roosevelt_store_closing_not_to_be_pot_shop.html
https://www.snohomishstories.org/
https://www.snohomishstories.org/2019/02/heritage-trail-snohomish/
https://www.snohomishstories.org/2019/02/heritage-trail-snohomish/
https://www.snohomishcarnegie.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/warners-walking-tours-early-snohomish-heritage-trail-tickets-318551595397
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Pacific_Railway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Pacific_Railway
https://www.gfalls.wednet.edu/Domain/12
https://www.filson.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klondike_Gold_Rush
https://www.snohomishstories.org/
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Evan Campbell, Mary Bayh Memorial Scholarship 

stayed in family hands for decades. We were able to provide 
some pictures and information for them. 
5E. Extra visitors - The Cadillac Club stopped by on May 14, 
with Cadillacs from the late 40s, the 50s, 60s, and 70s. It 
was a beautiful sunny spring day, and they all enjoyed their 

stop. Then on May 18th we received a request for a small 
group visit from Sarah Geiger, for a couple adults and a few 
children. They enjoyed a visit on Tuesday, May 24th. We 
also had a special opening for a Girl Scout troop on May 12, 
with two adults and five kids. 
 
 6. Scholarships 2022 - On May 10th, our five-person 
scholarship committee (Regina Jones, Bob Ingraham, Lisa 
Stinz, Fred Cruger, and Tom Thorleifson) finished ranking 
the 21 scholarship candidates we received, and the final 
selections were submitted to the high school on May 15th. 
Tom Thorleifson and Bob Ingraham presented the awards 
at the official Scholarship Night ceremony held on May 26th 
at Granite Falls High School. We presented two 
scholarships. The $2000 Granite Falls Historical Society 
Scholarship was earned by Jamieson Haverfield. The 
$2000 Mary Bayh Memorial Scholarship, also part of the 
Granite Falls HIstorical Society, was earned by Evan 
Campbell. The two recipients have plans after high school. 
Jamieson is planning on training for a career in 
firefighting/EMT work, and Evan is desiring to becom a high 
school teacher. More than 30 Granite Falls community 
groups, organizations, or persons awarded over $116,000 to 

more than two dozen seniors from Crossroads High School 
and Granite Falls High School. The military also awarded 
money in the form of signing bonuses with the guaranteed 
full-ride scholarships which exceeded $245,000. The military 
scholarship is provided after the person's  initial enlistment 
has ended. It is obvious that we have some amazing kids 
here in Granite Falls, and that there are many concerned 
citizens helping by providing scholarships! 
7. Taking care of business - The necessary and often 
unexpected odds 'n' ends of running a museum will often 
pop-up each month. These are some of the May items: 
7A. Shirt donations - The museum board decided to pursue 
a new T-shirt design for Show 'n' Shine and Railroad and 
Reuion Days. Starting 
about May 3, Board 
Member Angie 
Rosenkranz’s efforts to 
raise money for T-shirts 
began to pay off on a large 
scale. Local businesses who 
donated include Art by 
Nature, Buzz Inn, Granite 
Falls Hardware, Pacific 
Logging, Playa Bonita, and 
Blue Jay Printing. It took a 
couple weeks to gather all 
the logo designs and tailor the new T-shirt design, but by 
month-end everything had been approved and the printing is 
proceeding. 
7B. Darrington Historical Society podcast - On May 23rd, we 
got a request to make sure that the Darrington Historical 
Society podcast was still available on our website (it is) – it’s 
an interview with Betsy Poehlman, historical author. 
7C. SmallTownPapers (STP) and Snohomish Sno-Isle - On 
May 11th, Jude Anderson and the people at the Sno-Isle 
Library in Snohomish finished packing some of the 
newspapers being digitized by SmallTownPapers under the 
grant we received for this purpose in 2022. Early issues of 
old Snohomish Tribune will soon be searchable from 1910 
through 1920. The newspapers in Snohomish are among the 
oldest in the county, and will provide valuable research 
material. Later on May 24th, we received a request to review 
some initial digitization samples that were being scanned. 

Jamieson Haverfield, Historical Society Scholarship 

https://www.gfalls.wednet.edu/Domain/9
https://www.gfalls.wednet.edu/domain/133
https://artbynatureinc.com/
https://artbynatureinc.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BuzzInnGraniteFalls
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/17921
https://www.acehardware.com/store-details/17921
https://pacificlogging.net/
https://pacificlogging.net/
https://www.playabonitarestaurants.com/locations/#granite-falls
https://www.bluejayscreenprinting.com/info
https://www.discoverdarrington.com/community/community-organizations/darrington-historical-society/
https://www.discoverdarrington.com/community/community-organizations/darrington-historical-society/
https://www.sno-isle.org/locations/25/
https://www.sno-isle.org/locations/25/
https://www.smalltownpapers.com/
https://www.loc.gov/item/sn88085235/
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Docents and volunteers for May 2022 
Thank You! 

 

  Marcia Day    Tom Thorleifson 
  Scott Bower   Angie Rosenkranz 
  Fred Cruger    Bob Ingraham 
  Regina Jones   Laken Quillen  
  Lisa Stinz    Jamieson Haverfield 
  Ron Chew    Robin Ingraham 
  Sara Mach     Michele Peterson   
  Tim Quillen    Dee Saunders 
  Duffy      John Scherrer  
 

May 2022 Visitors

In-person Visitors Online Visitors

location places # visitors location places # visitors

Washington State 17 *307 Washington State 44 164

4 other states 4 8 14 other states 36 72

0 foreign countries 0 0 7 foreign countries 11 18

TOTALS: 21 325 TOTALS: 91 254

    *includes 221 classroom visitors (Russia, Canada, Rumania, Finland,

Germany, Singapore, and Denmark)

They look great! 
7D. Sharp House porch repair - Early in the month, Scott 
Bower and Bob Ingraham removed the rotten porch posts 
on the Sharp House, braced the porch roof, and removed 
decking that required replacement. The porch rails were in 
some cases rotted, as well. In order to repair the porch in 

much the same fashion as the original design, appropriate 
posts and spindles are required. We did find a source, but 
the cost is significant. At our May board meeting, there was 
discussion which led to the approval to order these parts. 
Work continues on the porch to prepare it for the makeover. 
7E. Memberships and donations - We continue to receive 
membership requests and donations from various people 
who have visited us (in person or online). We really 
appreciate the donations we are getting, large or small - - it 
all helps to pay the bills as we manage to stay "in the black" 
from year to year. Our all-volunteer board and volunteers are 
always helping, whether it's in the public view or behind the 
scenes. The lawn gets mowed, weeds get pulled, repairs are 
made, projects (such as the porch repair) are started, books 
and papers and artifacts are getting accessioned, and the 
inside is being maintained. All of the items in this newsletter 
are extracted from dated email contacts with outside people 
and organizations, but there are other museum activities that 
don’t necessarily involve email (or involve too many emails). 
During May, more progress was made in sorting, 
accessioning, and storing donated books and papers. We 
are now bringing material in from the Sharp House to be 
digitized and filed. Chew’s Landscaping Service continues 
to keep the yard looking beautiful, and the front garden area 
has been enhanced with a little additional bark. The Rhodies 
are in full bloom and the outside looks great. Tom 

Thorleifson has been doing yeoman duty in scheduling 
elementary class visits to the museum for May and June and 
providing in-class pre-visit lessons! The Board members 
continue to be involved, functioning well together to always 
make the right decisions for our "Little Museum That Could". 
   
8. Events planning - With COVID for now staying in the 
rearview mirror, we started planning for annual events: 
8A. Mountain Loop Highway - Snohomish County opened 
the Mtn Loop from the Deer Creek gate to Darrington on 
May 20, but they issued a "correction" that it is only open to 
Barlow Pass. The County's road-closure map shows that the 
highway is open at Barlow Pass, but the gate at Bedal is still 
closed. Visitors have reported that the highway is still gated 
at Barlow Pass, and traditionally it takes a week or two to fix 
the Barlow Pass to Darrington part. We are hoping that the 
entire Mtn Loop is open within the next week. 
8B. Show 'n' Shine - Granite Falls' summer car show for 
2022 has been confirmed! Show 'n' Shine will be held on 
Saturday, August 6th, 2022! The museum has always 
participated in some way for all community events, and we 
are already preparing to have the museum open during this 
event. We are also planning a "rusty junk" garage sale of 
surplus items items and documents. Look for more details in 
the June 2022 newsletter. Show 'n' Shine - - only two 
months away! 
8C. Evergreen State Fair 2022 - On May 16th, we received 
an invitation to provide material and booth at the Evergreen 
State Fair to be held August 25 - September 5, 2022 in 
Monroe. We can choose to staff a table on whatever days 
we wish. This invitation is for any museum or historical 
society in Snohomish County. For more info, contact 
Snohomish County Archaeologist Gretchen Kaehler at: 

gretchen.kaehler@co.snohomish.wa.us        (425) 388-3432 

The Evergreen State Fair is an amazing event and has 
over 300,000 visitors for the 12-day shindig. 
8D. Railroad and Reunion Days - Railroad and Reunion 
Days is held the first Saturday in October to commemorate 
the arrival of the first train in Granite Falls on October 13, 
1892. The museum is already planning to host the Alumni 
Dinner on Friday, September 30, with the venue dependent 
on how many people will attend. In 2019 we had a cozy 
crowd of 90+ people in the newly-opened Civic Center for 
restarting this old tradition. COVID changed things for two 
years, but we are happy to have this dinner, participate in 
the Grand Parade, and have the museum open on Saturday 
for the community and visitors. 
8E. Halloween - Planning for a community Halloween event 
is already underway! 
 

https://granitefallswa.com/sns/
https://www.evergreenfair.org/202/General-Info
https://www.evergreenfair.org/202/General-Info
mailto:gretchen.kaehler@co.snohomish.wa.us?subject=history%20booth%20at%20the%20Fair
https://granitefallswa.com/rrday/
https://granitefallswa.com/rrday/

