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The Mountain Loop - - How do you enjoy the outdoor spaces there?  Take the survey! 

 

The Washington Trails Association 
(WTA) and the United States For-
est Service, Darrington District 
(USFS) are seeking folks to re-
spond to a survey on how the 
Mountain Loop (the Verlot side on 
the south) is used and how it could 
be improved. The entire Loop is 
steeped in history. For us it is very 
important not to forget the histori-
cal aspects amidst easy access to 
the remote natural beauty and 
many recreational opportunities of this area. How 
would you envision improvements to Old Robe Trail, 
Gold Basin, Youth on Age, Camp Silverton, Big Four, 
Monte Cristo, and every place in between? They want 

to hear from people like you. Tell 
them your thoughts through the 
suvey! It doesn't matter if you only 
visit 1-2 times per year, 100+ times 
per year, or if you've never even 
had the opportunity to start explor-
ing "The Loop." Your opinion mat-
ters. Funding is available to make 
some of the improvements that are 
suggested through the survey. The 
survey is open now to everyone, 
but will close September 14, 2020. 

Please share this with everyone you know. If you do 
not have online access, find a friend, neighbor, or a 
family member who can help you. It will only take about 
10 minutes, depending how thoroughly you respond. 
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1. Continued from June… - There were a few items that  
happened at the end of June but did not make it into the 
newsletter because of time and space constraints: 
a. - Monroe Logging Company - On June 28, Eric Strand 
was hosted at the museum (with social distancing and 
masks) by Tom Thorleifson. Eric was doing research on  
details behind Monroe Logging Company, their camps, and 
their railroad.  Given our maps and documents, Eric was 
quickly sucked in . . . but it brought to life the unanswered 
question of “If Purdy Creek was Camp #4, and Lake Chap-
lain was Camp #5, where were #1 - 3 ?” He has been doing 
extensive research, including lots of footwork, to discover 
the many logging rail lines in the area. He uses modern 
aerial photos, historical maps, modern LIDAR images, and 

other documents to find out possible leads, then goes into 
the field. On July 19, Fred accompanied him on a hike along 
some old Monroe Log roadbed, south of Camp #4, in search 
of a rumored abandoned skidder. An object on LIDAR 
proved to be something else, but a second object justifies 
another search closer to Camp #4. After the hike, Eric asked 

if it might be possible to identify the location from which a 
great picture of a loaded Monroe Log train was taken – there 
was a distinctive house in the background. Assuming the 
location was somewhere along the main line, which followed 
along what is today Carpenter Road, we clicked on our “his-
toric inventory map” on a couple houses that we had high-
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lighted from the 2015 HRScan. Second house . . . we had it! 
Exact location of the photographer is now established! There 
will be other searches to find Camps #1, #2, and #3. 
b. - Research continues - On June 30, we provided a set of 
pictures to Shane Boyd (nephew of Diane and Denny Boyd), 
who was going to use them for a presentation to Boy Scout 
Troop 574 on the history of Silverton. Pictured here is "Carp" 
Weischedel, a well-known character around Silverton, as he 

stands next to a "speeder" in front of the Silverton depot. 
The Scouts will surely enjoy hearing about him. 
c. - U of O (Oklahoma, not Oregon) - Also on June 30, we 
received a request from the Office of Graduate Admissions 
of the University of Oklahoma, asking for a letter of recom-
mendation for Emily Cannon. Emily did great work for us a 
few years ago when we were attempting to simplify the 2015 
Historic Resource Scan. The efforts in 2019 and 2020 to 
establish a credible Snohomish County Historic Register 
were put into motion by starting with the results of the project 
on which Emily worked. Emily completed her internship in 
September, 2016 with perfect attendance, full mastery of 

PastPerfect museum soft-
ware and of our mapping sys-
tem, outstanding photograph-
ic results from around the 
county, and a real apprecia-
tion for some of the more ob-
scure Snohomish County 
graveyards, granges, and 
gables. She came to the next 
General Meeting and spoke 
about her experience that 
summer. She was presented 
with her own external 
harddrive of the museum 

mapping system and other historical files, a lifetime mem-
bership to the Granite Falls Historical Society, a certifi-
cate, and a GFHS pen in UW Husky purple. Needless to 
say, a hearty recommendation was submitted. Best always 
for you, Emily! 
 
2. And the research/learning still continues -  
a. - OnCell becomes STQRY - On July 1, we received  
notice that the company with whom we have worked for 13 
years providing online “virtual tours” will soon change its 
name from “OnCell” to “STQRY” (pronounced "story").  
As with OnCell, a person can use STQRY to build, revise, 
and publish his/her own app. Best of all, no technical know-
how is required! Visitors use the STQRY app to search for 
all things arts & culture in their area, then as an interpretive 

guide once they arrive at their destination. One example is 
our Mountain Loop Tour app. Their easy-to-use app is avail-
able free for iOS & Android. Oncell/STQRY are continually 
expanding and improving. During this “shutdown”, they are 
offering free bi-weekly online seminars on using their tools. 
b. - Darrington Historical Society - Also on July 1, we re-
ceived a recorded interview with author Elizabeth Poehlman 
conducted by the Darrington  
Historical Society. They recently 
reprinted Darrington:  Mining 
Town/Timber Town, the history 
book that Ms. Poehlman originally 
published in 1979. As part of the 
project she was interviewed for 
her perspectives and memories. 
We are hosting the audio inter-
view on our website shown be-
low. The Darrington people can 
point folks toward it as part of 
their promotion of the book, since 
they have no website themselves 
that could host the file.   
http://www.gfhistory.org/Poehlman.mp3   (See June 2020 
newsletter.) 
c. - Anything significant? - On July 2, we provided a set of 
historic pictures of the property on the NW corner of South 
Granite Avenue and West Pioneer Street to the new owner 
of the property. She was properly impressed that we could 

extract those so easily from our collection. That was a com-
mercial district from the very earliest days of Granite Falls.  
In particular, it housed the office and drug store of Dr. Frank 
Chappell, a famous name around here. He was the first 
Granite Falls doctor, and worked and lived there! 
d. - Snohomish School District history - Also on July 2,  
we were contacted by Seth Hone, an employee of the 
Snohomish School District who is researching the history of 
the schools in the area. We provided maps, along with the 
detailed lineage of Snohomish County schools, and even a 
few pictures of Shady Grove 
and Forest Glade schools 
that he had not been able to 
find before. This one Darius 
Kinsey image shows the 
teacher, Miss Ruth Dairs, of 
Shady Grove School with a 
few students by the wood-
shed behind the school. 
They are surrounded by 
large evergreen trees offer-
ing plenty of wood for the 
school. Not sure exactly 
what might be happening next … 

https://www.oncell.com/
https://www.stqry.com/
https://snohomishmountainloop.oncell.com/en/index.html
https://itunes.apple.com/app/apple-store/id533318127?pt=233449&ct=stqry-home-page&mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=nz.co.stqry&referrer=utm_source%3Dstqryweb%26utm_medium%3Dbutton%26utm_campaign%3Dhomepage
http://www.discoverdarrington.com/business-directory-1/darrington-historical-society
http://www.discoverdarrington.com/business-directory-1/darrington-historical-society
http://www.gfhistory.org/Poehlman.mp3
http://www.gfhistory.org/Poehlman.mp3
http://www.gfhistory.org/Poehlman.mp3
http://www.gfhistory.org/jun.pdf
http://www.gfhistory.org/jun.pdf
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e. - Pilchuck Reflections - On July 5, we introduced Eric 
Strand to Dorothy Schroeder, long-time resident of Machis 
and author of Pilchuck Reflections, since her book deals 

primarily with Machias and the Monroe 
Logging Company. In the book, Dorothy 
describes the lives of two pioneer fami-
lies (the Frederick Gemmer family and 
the Thomas family) who came to the 
Machias area when Washington was 
still a terrirory. She tells how they 
cleared the timber, raised their families, 
and how they left a lasting heritage. As 
a result of our interest in knowing more 
about the Monroe Logging Company, 

Dorothy is sending us even more documents, pictures, and 
maps of the area! Thank you, Dorothy! 
f. - More on Machias - On July 9, we began a multi-day 
search for details on George Winkle, an ancestor of Jan  
Kelliher, who contacted us for help. She remembered  
visiting him in the Granite Falls area when she was a young 
child, and was trying to find the actual locale. We ultimately 
traced his domicile to Machias. 
g. - Canyon Creek Logging - On July 21, we provided a  
picture from Canyon Creek logging to Briawnna Halvorsen, 

the great-granddaughter of one of the men pictured! Several 
names were listed, depicting Joe Halvorsen, her great-great 
granddad, standing on the log near the back of the cab. 
h. - Pansy Mallet - On July 15, we provided pictures of  
Pansy Mallet (schoolteacher in Bedal) to Anne Vassar of the 
USFS, who is creating an educational video describing life in 
Bedal, for posting on the USFS site. Pictured here is Pansy, 
standing in a dugout canoe while landing a large steelhead. 

i. - Traffic jam on the Mtn Loop - On July 11, we re-posted a 
video taken by Kelly Scherrer showing over a mile of cars 
parked alongside the Mountain Loop Highway, occupants 
seeking the trail to Lake 22. This was sent to the “cadre” of 
USFS and WTA folks trying to determine how money should 
be spent to improve the south side of the Mountain Loop. 

They released a public 
questionnaire/survey the last 
week of July that everyone 
is encouraged to complete. 
This survey is at the begin-
ning of this newsletter. Park-
ing, litter, restrooms, trail-

head access, and overall safety were issues with that video. 
You can view it here on Facebook. Her video was taken on 
Saturday, July 11 with clouds and showers. Just imagine 
how congested that would be like on a really nice day! 
j. - Granite Falls "Sundown Laws"? - Also on July 11, Fred 
was asked if Granite Falls ever had any “sundown laws” on 
its books. The answer turns out to be “no”, but one particular 
ordinance came close when in attempting to define what 
constitutes “vagrancy”, the first thing mentioned was “. . any 
professional fortune-teller . . .” 
k. Historic Everett - On July 14, we received a request  
from Steve Fox of Historic Everett for any pictures or train 
schedules that might be useful for their “Calendar” fund-
raiser project. We had several that appeared useful. We also  
provided some geographic/map info on where the Everett-
Snohomish interurban stops might have been located. 
 
3. Working online -  
a. - HPC online meeting - On July 14, Fred participated in 
the Snohomish County Historical Preservation Commission 
(HPC) meeting. The main discussion subjects were 1) the 
announcement that 2020 grants were finally released by  
the County Council as per recommendations in February. 
The Granite Falls Historical Society received $750 to support 
the mounting of three “barn quilts” to be handled by project 
manager Shawna Gould; 2) redesign of the annual Centen-
nial Trail History Walk to more of a socially-distanced online 
virtual history scavenger hunt; and 3) some online mapping 
technologies being used, including the SnoCo Historic Reg-
ister map created by GFHS. The necessary insurance forms 
and signed grant contract were submitted by GFHS on  
July 14, as well. 
b. - USFS/WTA online cadre meeting - On July 20, Fred  
participated in the USFS/WTA “cadre” meeting. The single 
topic was finalization of the questionnaire and the organiza-
tions that would be tasked to help disseminate the survey, 
whose intent is to help decide spending priorities for the 
south side of Mountain Loop. GFHS provided contacts for 
Everett Public Library, Monte Cristo Preservation Associa-
tion, and the Granite Falls Chamber. 
c. - SVGS - Also on July 20, the Stillaguamish Valley Genea-
logical Society hosted Fred in a Zoom meeting to discuss 
questions on Archive-in-A-Box (AIB). They had a number of 
unfounded fears that we were able to squelch, and they ap-
peared to leave the meeting enthused about the archiving of 
additional newspapers and texts. 
 
4. Minnesota? North Carolina? Washington? - Did you know 
that there is a Granite Falls in Minnesota and also in North 

https://www.facebook.com/fred.cruger.58/videos/3112874808760699/
http://historiceverett.org/
https://www.snocohistoric.com/
https://loscho.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=b6f4729728ca400aa1586901ae0b48c2
https://loscho.maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=b6f4729728ca400aa1586901ae0b48c2
https://stillygen.org/
https://stillygen.org/
https://www.archiveinabox.com/
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Carolina? On July 16, Tom noticed that the latest Snohom-
ish County “Seattle NorthCountry” tourism website pointed 
the user to Granite Falls, MN . . . we’ve been asking for a 
few years to have the Granite Falls information updated, but 
c’mon!  After a conversation with folks at the County, Fred 
and Tom provided new text and links, and the site has been 
updated . . . finally! Check it out here:  Seattle NorthCountry 
Pictured below is Keith Zempel, our first visitor from Granite 
Falls, Minnesota, who stopped by on September 10, 2017, 
with his wife Kay while on vacation. We sometimes get 
emails and phone messages that were intended for the 
North Carolina or the Minnesota towns with the same name, 

but we've never had a 
mixup the other way.  
We are glad it was 
quickly fixed. By the 
way, when asked how 
our town compares to 
Granite Falls, MN, Keith 
said they don't have hills 
with 200'-tall evergreens 
nearby, nor a 5300' 

mountain just a few miles away. It was an interesting  
conversation, as their town and ours are rural and about  
the same size. 
 
5. Monte Cristo access - On July 17, Fred sent a message  
to the Darrington District Forest Ranger, Greta Smith, ex-
pressing disappointment in the announced decision to shut 
down all use of the CERCLA (i.e. “cleanup”) road into Monte 
Cristo. A number of items point to the intentional “closure” of 
Monte Cristo, since the USFS budget is stretched so thin. 

Unfortunately, they don’t seem to be able to find a way to 
take advantage of offers of help from organizations such as 
the Monte Cristo Preservation Association, the Granite Falls 
Historical Society, the City of Granite Falls, and others. As  
of the printing deadline, no response has been received yet. 
 
6. Building expansion progress - On July 20, Travis Van  
Overbeke contacted GFHS to say that the final estimate  
was still awaiting a couple of bids, and that while the total 
was still below $100K for the museum expansion, it would 
likely exceed that number when completed. He also men-
tioned that Lowes Trusses would be donating the trusses for 

the project. Such in-kind donations really help, and once we 
start our fund-raising in earnest, we will be seeking similar 
donations and/or discounts. (See June 2020 newsletter.) 
 
7. Fixing an "Oops" - During the updating of the county  
tourism website, we discovered that the link to the App  
Store (intended to enable folks to download the tour to their 
iPhone) wasn’t working! It turned out that when the county 
reorganized the tourism efforts, no one renewed the no-cost 
license required to be an Apple App Developer. When it  
expired a month or so ago, the Mountain Loop Tour stopped 
appearing in the list of apps available. It’s still there (and 
updated) for folks who have already downloaded it, but  
new users cannot see it to download. It can be renewed only 
using the email and password of the original person setting it 
up – and that person is no longer with the county organiza-
tion. So, GFHS is going through the process to become an 
“App Developer”, and once set up, OnCell will move our  
app materials into our new account and all will be well. It is  
expected to take less than two weeks. 
 
8. What is it? - On Monday, July 27, Greg Williams and his 
friend Terry brought by a chunk of wood that had grown 
around an iron tool of some sort. He found it on his property 
between Lake Stevens and Marysville, where he had lived 

for over 30 years. It was found with the stump/roots grown 
completely around it. The "complete" picture was digitally 
created using shots from various angles, but it's close to 
what the entire device would look like. The two toothed tines 

spin freely on the end of the shaft. The rectangular notch is 
probably for a wooden or metal lever/handle. We are trying 
to identify what this item might have been. If you know, 

https://www.seattlenorthcountry.com/cities/stilly-sauk-valleys/granite-falls/
https://www.vanoverbekeconstruction.com/contact
https://www.vanoverbekeconstruction.com/contact
http://www.gfhistory.org/jun.pdf
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please let us know, too! So far the guesses have been a part 
of a stump grinder, an auger, a back scratcher, a blender for 
margaritas, a brush cutter, early weed eater, rootsaw, or 
maybe a part to a cable winch. You can email us or leave a 
voicemail on our phone. 
 
9. Visitors, helpers, online access for July:  The worldwide 
Corona Virus epidemic has definitely slowed things down at  
the museum regarding our face-to-face visitors on a weekly 
basis. However, there are still many who are working behind 
the scenes to offer advice and share information. Special 
thanks for the continued diligence by the Granite Falls  
Historical Society Board as well as others. Your help is 
greatly appreciated!  

 

Tom Bergan - current board member 
Scott Bower - current board member 
Ron Chew - current board president 

Fred Cruger - current board treasurer 
Marcia Day - former board president & member 

Bob Ingraham - former board president & member 
Robin Ingraham - current board secretary 

Regina Jones - current board member 
Ted Peddycord - current board member & previous president 

Tim Quillen - current board member 
John Scherrer - current board member & previous president 
Tom Thorleifson - newsletter editor & former board member 

 

Visitors:  Last year in July 2019 we had 135 in-person  
visitors from 19 different locations which included 7 states. 
This year we had just four visitors by special arrangement. 
However, our presence online serves to keep us visible to 
many folks. For July 2020 there have been 302 total visitors 
from Washington State, 21 other states, and 8 countries.  

 

10.Odds 'n' ends  

11. August calendar 
Sundays in August - The museum building is closed until 
Phase 3 begins in Snohomish County. You can always 
email, leave a voicemail, or visit us online (website or on 
Facebook).  
All month - Practice good health all the time!  
8/1 Saturday - "Show 'n' Shine" cancelled by the Chamber 
8/3 Monday - Museum work party starts at 8:00 AM 
8/15 Saturday - Annual Historical Society picnic cancelled 
8/31 Monday - July meeting (Zoom or at GenCare)  
9/7 Monday - Labor Day 
9/14 WTA/USFS survey deadline (refresh your Mtn Loop 
memory by looking over the free app here) 
 
12. Monroe Logging Company 

 
Monroe Logging Company 

by Carl Hemstrom, submitted in 2005 
 
   As a small boy, about 1926, I can remember hearing the 
"One Spot" coming home from the dump in Snohomish late 
at night with its train of empty log flats. We lived and still do 
on the Hemstrom Homestead, about two miles north of 
where the track started to climb the grade that took it over 
the slight hill from the Carpenter Creek - Skykomish water-
shed to the Purdy Creek - Pilchuck River - Snohomish  
watershed. 
   On a wet night, the track rail would be slippery and the 
engineer would have quite a time to keep the train going on 
account of the driving wheels breaking loose. He would have 
to shut off and open the throttle again trying to find the place 
where the engine would slip and yet keep the train moving. 
The engine was equipped with water hoses that put water on 
the rail just ahead of the pony wheels as well as the stand-
ard sanders whose pipes were just ahead of the driving 
wheels. Many logging road engines were so equipt.  
   Years later, as an engineer working the Darrington branch 
line, going up the hill to Maltby from Snohomish and the train 
from Burlington to Concrete, this was an ongoing problem of 
no small sorts. It was easier for me in a way as the locomo-
tive was a diesel and one could set a few pounds of air on 
the engine and when it slipped the brakes would stop the 
slip. On the One Spot at Monroe Log this could not be done 
as the tires were sweat on the wheels and if they got too 
warm would loosen and then you were in real trouble, prob-
ably derailed. The diesel had solid wheels.  

Dennis Somerville,  
Rolls Royce & Model T guy,  
donated an old book on old 

cars for our reading  
enjoyment. 

Our in-house, color  
printer/copier/scanner finally 
died and was replaced by a 

new printer that came with the 
new computers from 2018. 

 

The Monroe Logging Company "One Spot" 

to be continued… 

https://snohomishmountainloop.oncell.com/en/index.html

