GRANITE FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY
109 E. Union Street, Granite Falls, WA 98252
(360) 691-2603 http://www.gfhistory.org
To our friends and members
throughout the community, state, and across all borders:
“Thank you for your support!”

December 2016 NEWSLETTER
Happy New Year!
May the 2017 New Year be full of all things good for
you, your family, and friends!
1. Annual year-end letter (GFHS)
2. Community Christmas tree lighting
3. New Snohomish County liaison
4. Snohomish County Historic Preservation Commission
5. LTAC?
6. Christmas party at the Grange
7. Annual year-end letter (LOSCHO)
8. Seattle’s Fiske
9. LOSCHO at the Floyd
10. Online newspaper search speeds up!
11. December docents, helpers, and visitors
12. Lois Ashe Jorgensen
13. Odds & Ends
1. Annual year-end letter - The Granite Falls Historical
Society (GFHS) mailed the annual year-end letter on
December 1, summarizing 2016 and reminding folks that
we run solely on donations alone. So far we received
slightly more than $4200 in response – a great ending to
the year, putting us over $2200 “in the black” for the entire
year. This is the 12th consecutive year we have ended “in
the black”, dating back to 2005 when starting the new museum. Generous donations from our members and friends,
many volunteers to make our visiting hours and events
possible, and regular scrutiny of our budget and all funds
continue to make the Granite Falls Historical Society a
fiscally viable and responsible organization. GFHS is a
501(c)(3) charity, and your donations are tax deductible.
It’s never too late to donate, but it’s the right time now to
renew or begin your membership. Annual dues are only
$20 for a family, $15 for an individual, and free for high
school and college students. Life membership is only
$150. Encourage your friends and neighbors to join. Your
support and their support allow GFHS continue to help the
Granite Falls community in a very special and unique way.
To view a copy online, click here: 2016 EOY letter
2. Community Christmas tree lighting - The Christmas
tree lighting on Saturday, December 3 drew about 200
people who gathered for some
refreshments and another
great celebration. The Class
of 2017 Parent Group was
able to raise some muchneeded money through sales
of hot drinks and donuts, and
a large number of people experienced a museum visit for
the first time! The high school
band, under the direction of

January 3, 2017

band teacher Erin Howard, did a great job with a broad
selection of songs played from the front porch of the Sharp
House. Free pictures were available with Santa who also
had some early Christmas gifts for the kids (provided by a
few generous donors). Thanks to all members who helped
decorate and who helped greet visitors that evening!
3. New Snohomish County liaison - Tom Thorleifson and
Fred Cruger, along with LOSCHO President Kevin
Stadler and Board Member Louise Lindgren, attended a
meeting on December 14 at the Monroe Fairgrounds
“VIP Cabin” to meet with Hal Gausman (November
newsletter #10). Hal is the Deputy Director of Snohomish
County Parks and Recreation. He has successfully proven
himself as the manager of
the Evergreen State Fairgrounds for a number of
years, and recently experienced an expansion in
his responsibilities as he
has become Snohomish
County’s Cultural Resource Division Manager (including Art and History). From
a tactical perspective, that makes Hal the county liaison to
LOSCHO and the county liaison to the Historic Preservation Commission. Tom Teigen, Hal’s boss, recently became the county liaison to the Lodging Tax Advisory
Committee (LTAC), which is focused on tourism. Strategically, these changes mean that both tourism and all heritage/history items are the responsibility of Parks and Recreation. The proven staff of Snohomish County Parks and
Rec, who have always been involved in both history and
tourism, are now officially the county agency coordinating
all such activities. Hal’s already taken steps to move forward with the stalled county Historical Asset Inventory.
4. Snohomish County Historic Preservation Commission Fred attended the Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) meeting on December 20, where reports were given by folks who had completed projects during the year
using grants from the HPC. Projects included the restoration work on the old school gym in Stanwood, the historic
text published in Arlington, new signs and plaques on the
Centennial Trail in Arlington, newspaper digitization in
Monroe, a graphic novel on the Everett Massacre, and
restoration of the mural in the Everett Library. Mention was
made of the historic Gunn cabin near Index, and the
hopes to move/preserve it. Hal Gausman (see item #3
above) committed to research the situation further. Grant
application timing was also discussed, highlighting the
need to issue applications sooner so that actual project
work has time to be completed during the calendar year.
Louise Lindgren subsequently forwarded a great deal of
Gunn cabin information to Hal for his consideration and

Hal has already updated and scheduled an early consideration of the 2017 application for Community Heritage
Preservation grants. The early date is February 9.
5. LTAC - Fred attended the Lodging Tax Advisory
Committee (LTAC) meeting on December 21, where the
discussion centered around the county budget for tourism.
Tom Tiegen (see item #3) chaired the committee for his
first time. The newly assigned Parks and Rec staff created
a thorough multi-year plan, providing for much more
robust management of tourism spending and grants.
6. Christmas party at the Grange - The Granite Falls
Historical Society’s annual Christmas party was held at
the Granville Grange on Wednesday evening, December
21. The Grange folks were wonderful hosts - - there was
plenty of wonderful food (including desserts!), and the leisurely time schedule and ornament gift exchange made
for a great time of socializing. Kudos to the Grange and
everyone who helped!
7. Annual year-end letter (LOSCHO) - The year-end letter
for the League Of Snohomish County Heritage Organizations (LOSCHO) was also mailed in December. Tom
Thorleifson assisted with the mailing, and he is rapidly
preparing to assume the presidency of that organization at
their annual meeting on January 21 in Stanwood (November newsletter #12).
8. Seattle’s Fiske - Next week Fred and Tom will visit the
Fiske Genealogical Library facility on the shores of Lake
Washington near Madison
Park to show them how GIS
mapping can be used for historical research. GFHS was
asked if we were available for
a January 11 presentation on
our mapping system, since
they were impressed with
some great displays at our Centennial Trail event last
September (November newsletter #13).

up for Sunday duty – it’s fun, and you get to meet some
interesting folks! One Sunday afternoon every 4-6 months
is all that it takes to make a difference. No experience
necessary, with on-the-job training available. Right now
there are a few Sundays still available in February and
March as we look forward to the filling the sign-up calendar through June. About 250 visitors from Arlington,
Granite Falls, Lake Stevens, Marysville, Snohomish (and
somewhere from a place called Vermont) stopped by the
museum in December, most from the Christmas tree lighting. We were closed on Christmas Day, which only gave
us 3 Sundays, plus the tree-lighting event. Many thanks
for the docents, volunteers, and helpers in December and
throughout the entire 2016 year, whether it was just a onetime job or multiple times a month. An organization cannot
exist without the people who help out in some way.
12. Lois Ashe Jorgenson Long-time Granite Falls resident Lois Ashe Jorgensen
passed away recently in an
assisted living facility in
Lacey. There has been no
obituary, since she had no
family left, and there are no
known details at this time
about her passing. Lois is the
one who donated her father’s
1904 Olds to the museum.
13. Odds & Ends Donations and dues can be paid online using our PayPal
account. Dues for the GF Historical Society are only $15
for an individual, $20 for a family, and free for students in
high school and above.
Did you know a British film crew was recently in the area
to do a story about Monte Cristo and ties to Presidentelect Trump’s grandfather?
Mark your calendar:

9. LOSCHO at the Floyd - The LOSCHO annual meeting
will be held on January 21 at the Floyd Norgaard Cultural Center in Stanwood. Visit www.snocoheritage.org to
see details, and plan to attend . . . there’s a facility tour
and program scheduled, and you’ll meet other heritage
folks from across the county. GFHS continues to support
this organization with assistance and advice as they continue their focus on being an advocate for all the many
heritage organizations in Snohomish County (November
newsletter #9).
10. Online newspaper search speeds up! - When searching through our online research options, our newspaper
selection, which dates back to 1922, has been given quite
a speed boost by SmallTownPapers! They upgraded
their online search capability, and now searching is much
quicker. Also, they now highlight the search term on the
page, making search about 100 times faster!
11. December docents, helpers, and visitors - Museum
docents are always in demand. Take a moment to sign

1/8, Sunday - Museum open, noon-5PM
1/15, Sunday - Museum open, noon-5PM
1/16, Monday - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
1/22, Sunday - Museum open, noon-5PM
1/29, Sunday - Museum open, noon-5PM
1/30, Monday - GFHS Board Meeting, 6PM, The Village
1/30, Monday - GFHS General Meeting, 7PM, The Village
Here is one of several
newspaper articles
that showed up very
quickly when “Lois
Ashe” was entered.
Note that her name is
highlighted in
yellow, which makes it extremely fast and easy to find the
reference without having to read an entire page. This was
found on page 4 in the September 21, 1950 edition of the
Granite Falls Press. Search our online newspapers here:
http://www.gfhistory.org/Newspapers.html

