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- - Why we do what we do - - 

Our mission:  to collect, preserve and share the history of 
the Granite Falls region to foster better understanding and 
appreciation of the values that built our city and contributed to 
our County’s rural heritage.  
Our purpose:  to locate and identify appropriate material, to 
protect and interpret that material, and finally to make it 
available to the greatest possible extent. 
 
1. Researching and sharing info 
2. Museum expansion progress 
3. Taking care of business 
4. Meetings and Odds & Ends 
5. Visitors and docents/helpers 
6. Railroad and Reunion Days 
7. Board meeting notes 
8. September calendar 
9. Final thoughts for August 
10. “Summer” continued, by Joe Beckett, GFHS Class of ‘77 
 
1. Researching and sharing info - 
A. Picking each other’s brains - To start the month, we 
continued to exchange several emails with online museum 
fan Bruce Gilbert regarding some information about historic 
buildings in our area and the Lake Stevens, Getchell, and 
Lynnwood regions. Bruce is quite the researcher, utilizing 
the University of Washington archives, local newspapers, and 
more recently online references including those on our 
museum’s website. It’s obvious that he has had a lifetime of 
acute observations with a strong “I wonder why…” gene. 
B. Surveyor questions - On August 5, a Darrington surveyor 
requested translations for abbreviations used on some old 
Darrington railroad maps. Earlier we had sent him maps and 
aerials images of an old railroad siding for which they were 
searching. Here are a few examples: 
“H.B.” = Heel Block, or the point on a railroad switch where 
the movable rails pivoted. 
“Derail” = safety device used to derail and thereby stop any 
cars on a siding that might accidentally roll onto the main 
line.  
“End N.P. Steel” = the end of the line, or railroad tracks, 
owned by Northern Pacific. 
C. Old water lines - Later on August 5, we provided detailed 
maps (Sanborn and 1910 Anderson) of Index, to help folks 

laying out a new water line near there. You can do your own 
research using our maps by going to our Research page and 
selecting the map icon, or clicking here. 
D. Old sewage facilities (aka outhouses) - Then on August 6, 
an online museum fan asked about the “sewage facilities” in 
small towns like Pilchuck, Granite Falls, Arlington, etc. 
during the 1900 timeframe. It was convenient to be able to 
point out all the outhouses shown on the detailed downtown 
maps.       
E. 2021 Yearbook - On August 8 we were very surprised to 
receive a copy of the Granite Falls High School 2021 
“Pilchuck” yearbook from Editor Jamieson Haverfield, Class 
of 2022. The museum was happy to assist the past few 
months with some of the historical details, but the layout and 
content are just so beautiful, entertaining, and interesting! 
There have been great editions in the past, but this one is just 
an amazing work! The GFHS students who helped with the 
yearbook should be extremely proud, and the entire GFHS 
student body and staff should realize what wonderful quality 
of work was accomplished with the “Pilchuck - 2021 A YEAR 
LIKE NO OTHER” this year.  

F. Historical naming - We received (and answered) an inquiry 
on August 12 from the Monroe Historical Society regarding 
the naming history of the Everett Museum of History which 
started as the Snohomish County Museum. 
G. And now we know - We received information from the D.S. 
Darley Company of Chicago on August 10 identifying an old 
tool found in the City Hall - a “frozen pipe thawing tool”. Put 
simply, the user was expected to clip two leads onto their 
110v household power, then close an exposed knife switch 
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on top of the tool to send power down heavy leads connected 
to each end of the frozen pipe. The unit could deliver up to 
250 amps at 11 volts (which is more than adequate to weld), 
heating the pipe to thaw. The Darley Company is still in 
business (“Trusted Worldwide Since 1908”) and recently 
started digitizing their old catalogs. They had our answer right 

at their fingertips, and right when we finally asked for it! 
H. Revised “Welcome” brochure - On August 21, Catherine 
Anderson offered to add some museum information to the 
new version of the Granite Falls “Welcome Visitors” map. If 
you do not already have one of these, please get one when 
they come out! Even old-timers will enjoy seeing all of the 
information provided. 

I. Cemetery Grant - We received an announcement that the 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation 
(DAHP) is offering Historic Cemetery Preservation Grants to 
people maintaining historic cemeteries in Washington. That 
info was forwarded to caretaker/sexton Chuck Smith to see 

if any projects at our local Granite Falls American Legion 
Cemetery might qualify for funding. 
J. Scholarship information - We received a request for some 
information about high school scholarships from one of the 
neighboring heritage organizations. They wanted to know 
what we did here in order to know how they can start and 
manage a new scholarship. Information was provided on the 
logistics we use, hoping that it will help them in their efforts. 
 
2. Museum expansion progress - 
A. On August 3, we received a bid for the external doors on 
the new addition from Husky Doors in Lake Stevens. Finding 
doors of adequate height, width, security, price, and 
convenience turned out to be quite the challenge. The doors 
arrived mid-month and were installed on August 31. Because 

the new addition might include some large artifacts, the 
double doors we are installing are taller than normal and had 
to be custom made. 
B. Paying the bills - On August 7, we received our second 
major invoice for construction of the new addition, which we 
paid immediately. 
C. Puget Sound Energy - The following week on August 15, 
GFHS received three letters from Puget Sound Energy (PSE). 
The first was our monthly gas bill from PSE showing a $3788 
credit, the second letter was a refund with a check for the 
$3788 which we had paid for the new installation, and then 
the third was an “overdue” notice for the $3788 payment for a 
new installation that we already paid! . . . all on the same day! 
Don’t ask . . . that’s what PSE has been like in dealing with 
the new addition. Even our PSE contact had to laugh. Their 
customer service is definitely lacking. Our building contractor 
Travis VanOverbeke sent a note to PSE, asking them to 
please get moving on the gas connection. We had been 
waiting over two weeks since we originally paid PSE for them 
to connect the relocated meter. 
D. Work Progress - Currently the new addition has the roof 
and siding on, the two windows and two doors installed, the 
attic stairs and attic deck installed, the electrical installed and 
approved, the insulation started, and all of the drywall 
deliverered. Still needed is the drywall work completed, the 
interior and exterior painted, the gutters installed, and don’t 
forget the new meter for the relocated gasline! We are very 
excited about gathering our items from storage in several 
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different locations and finally having a decent work area. 
Hopefully it’s just a few weeks away! 
 
3 Taking care of business -  
A. Yard Sale - On August 7, GFHS held a yard sale outside 
the museum, during Show ‘n’ Shine. Museum traffic inside 
was fairly brisk, and a lot of folks browsed and shopped at the 
sale. Marcia Day, Scott Bower, Ron Chew, Bob and Robin 
Ingraham, and others conducted the sale throughout the day. 
Scott Bower started advertising the museum yard sale on 
Facebook prior to the event. After all the sunny and hot 
weather we had, it finally cooled down with a little rain. 
B. IGA to the rescue - On August 9, the Granite Falls IGA 
enthusiastically agreed to help us with the planned Railroad 
Days dinner for the Granite Falls Alumni Foundation. Special 
“Thanks!” go to Mike and Tyler Trask for their continuous 
support! On August 17, the decision was made, however, to 
cancel the Railroad Days dinner because of COVID number 
changes in the county. Tyler Trask responded that he 
understood, and asked to be part of next year’s celebration. 
Tom Thorleifson was able to meet with the Alumni 
Foundation on August 24 to officially notify them of the need 
to cancel this year’s dinner. We all want to have the Alumni 
Dinner in 2022. 
C. LOSCHO file storage - On August 19, GFHS received word 
from Karen Prasse (Stanwood Area Historical Society) that 
the records for the League of Snohomish County Heritage 
Organizations (LOSCHO) would be safely archived at the 
Everett Public Library. Previously the records had been safely 
kept at the Stanwood Area Historical Society, with other 
records in the hands of LOSCHO board members. It will be 
great to have everything available in a more accessible 
location. Thanks to Lisa Labovich and Karen Prasse for 
coordinating this effort. 
D. An unusual blip at the museum - Also on August 21, the 
GFHS internet connection stopped working. Initial 
troubleshooting indicated we were no longer connected. 
Comcast responded immediately . . . and found that someone 
had gone into the new attic space and cleanly cut the cable! 
Comcast instantly repaired it, and we made pull-down ladder 
access less convenient. 
E. On August 27, we received notice that our scholarship for 
Zoii Vogt had been paid by the Community Foundation of 

Snohomish County (CF-SC). Zoii is enrolled at Washington 
State University (WSU). Classes have already started for the 
fall semester, so she is already off and running! Taylor 
Mace’s scholarship was paid to Western Washington 
University (WWU) earlier in the month, and Taylor’s WWU fall 
quarter starts later in September. Good luck to Zoii and 
Taylor, our 2021 scholarship recipients! 
 
4. Meetings and Odds & Ends - 
A. Tourism meeting - On August 3, Fred Cruger attended a 
meeting organized by the County tourism folks and by DVA 
Advertising & Public Relations (their consultants). The 
primary topic was to describe the “micro-sites” being set up 
on the County website, each one targeted at one of the 
designated tourism regions. Our area is officially named the 
“Upper Stillaguamish-Sauk River Valleys” region. We were 
invited to submit materials promoting our area and its 
businesses and tourist attractions. We have been working on 
that throughout the month. 
B. Another tourism meeting - On August 17, Fred Cruger 
attended another meeting with County tourism folks and DVA 
Advertising to offer specific content suggestions for the new 
“micro-site” for our region. Granite Falls City Manager Brent 
Kirk and the Granite Falls Chamber of Commerce 
President Josh Vonjentzen were also in attendance. During 
the meeting Granite Falls was encouraged to take advantage 
of Lodging Tax grants to enhance our city signage. 
C. HPC meeting - On August 17, Fred Cruger attended the 
monthly meeting of the Snohomish County Historic 
Preservation Commission (HPC). The agenda consisted of 
physically testing the “History’s Mysteries” smartphone 
tour/game that GFHS created for the Evergreen Fair. All went 
well. 
D. A day of adventures - On August 24, Tom Thorleifson and 
Fred Cruger went to Everett to remove the window display 
that has been in place at the offices of Community Foundation 
of Snohomish County (CF-SC) since February 2020. It took 
only a few minutes (a great relief), so the pair then went to 
Evergreen Cemetery in Everett. Their plan was to evaluate 
how difficult it was going to be to find the gravesite of Ben 
Lewis, who was killed in Robe by a tragic accident in 1902. 
With a little research, they knew his gravesite was at the 
extreme north edge of the cemetery. This is in an area where 
few markers exist and where the ground drops away onto 41st 

Street. Preliminary work indicated that the area might be 
overgrown with blackberry vines or other undergrowth with 
probably vague reference points. Imagine their surprise when 
in less than ten minutes, they found a readable marker only 
three plots away from Ben’s, then another marker four plots 
away on the other side of Ben’s! It was easy to triangulate his 
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spot exactly, and the cooperative folks at the cemetery even 
marked the site with four red flags! Since Ben was a 32nd 
degree Mason from Lodge 49 in Seattle, GFHS is working 
with them to see if they are interested in placing an actual 

marker at the gravesite of Ben Lewis. 
E. “Shellback” - Author Jeanne-Marie Osterman’s book 
“Shellback” earned the Kirkus Star award, as announced in 
the Everett Herald on August 22. Her book of poems pay 
tribute to her dad, who passed away in 2017 at 98 years old. 
If Jeanne-Marie is selected as a finalist, she will be eligible to 
receive a sizeable monetary amount if she wins the Kirkus 
Prize. Jeanne-Marie is a 1971 Everett High School graduate 
who grew up in the Pacific Northwest. Her book is available 
at either the Museum or on Amazon. 
F. Bush House, Index - We received word that the Bush 
House in Index, after years of restoration, is now open for 
room reservations. Meals and events will be available in the 
near future. The Bush House is on the County, State, and 
National Historic Registers. 

 
5. Visitors and docents/helpers 
A. On August 27, some weekday visitors had prearranged to 
visit the museum – members of several generations of folks 
related to the Miller family (of Miller Shingle). They enjoyed 
the visit, several planned to return, and they left a very nice 
donation. 
B. As of August 29 for regular Sunday hours, the in-person 
visitors for the month have been sporadic - - heavy one 
weekend, sparse the next. For the entire month of August we 
had 113 visitors, which includes 61 from National Night Out 
and Show ‘n’ Shine. Visitors came from Arlington, 
Bellevue, Blaine, Bothell, Everett, Granite Falls, 
Marysville, Mill Creek, Puyallup, Republic, Seattle, Lake 
Stevens, Wapato, Concord, NH; Rio Rico, AZ; and 

Tehachapi, CA. Docents and helpers for the month, including 
National Night Out and Show ‘n’ Shine, were Tom Bergan, 
John and Barb Scherrer, Thora and Ed Boede, Bob and 
Robin Ingraham, Jamie Ross, Dean Steinke Marcia Day, 
Scott Bower, Fred Cruger, and Tom Thorleifson. Our 
online presence made it possible for 236 virtual visitors from 
39 places in Washington, 37 more visitors from 64 places in 
14 other states, and seven visitors total from the Philippines, 
United Kingdom, Moldova, India, and Germany. 
 
6. Railroad and Reunion Days - Even though we had to cancel 
the Friday night Alumni Dinner, Railroad Days is still a go, 
according to the Chamber of Commerce. The museum will be 
open, and we have already signed up with the Chamber of 
Commerce to be in the parade with our “People Mover” pulled 
by some kind of farm equipment (to be determined). The 
weather is not always predictably the best at that time of year, 
but everyone always shows up and has a great time even if it 
is raining. We are looking forward to seeing many guests at 
the museum on Saturday, October 2. 
 
7. Board member nominations - Nominations for the 2022 
Board members can be submitted at the September meeting. 
We have 9 board members who serve a 3-year term and can 
be re-elected once before stepping down for at least a year. 
Every three years a new set of board members needs to be 
elected, with at least one of those persons at the end of their 
2nd term and may not be re-elected. In addition, the new 
student board member position is for a 1-year term, but can 
also be re-elected to a 2nd term. As it stands now, Ron Chew 
is not eligible for re-election, Scott Bower and Tom Bergan 
may be nominated for their 2nd 3-year term, and student board 
member Orion Green may be nominated for his 2nd 1-year 
term. 
 
8. September calendar - 
9/5   Sunday, noon - 5 PM, regular Museum hours 
9/6   Monday, Labor Day 
9/12 Sunday, noon - 5 PM, regular Museum hours  
9/11 Saturday, Patriot Day (9-11 remembrance from 2001)  
9/17 Friday, Constitution Day 
9/19 Sunday, noon - 5 PM, regular Museum hours  
9/22 Tuesday, 12:20 PM autumnal equinox 
9/26 Sunday, noon - 5 PM, regular Museum hours 
9/27 Monday, 7 PM - Museum meeting at City Hall  
10/2 Saturday, all day - Railroad and Reunion Days 
10/4 Sunday, noon - 5 PM, regular Museum hours 
•  Docents are needed to help on Sundays, and we also need 
a special volunteer to schedule the docents. Being a docent 
is a wonderful experience, with “on-the-job” training and 
mentoring provided. Email or leave a voicemail at the 
museum:  info@gfhistory.org   (360) 691-2603 
 
9. Final thoughts for August - The lawn and main flower bed 
were watered regularly the last several months and survived 
this extremely hot and dry summer. The few light rain showers 
bring out a massive collection of yellow flowers, and the lawn 
is more green than brown. The construction site even looks 
reasonably neat and clean. We are glad to see the windows 
and doors installed and the roofing and siding completed, with 
mostly interior work to finish. We look forward to September 
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and having the interior finished and wrapping up the exterior 
and all the little details for both inside and out. 
 
10. “Summer” continued, by Joe Beckett, GFHS Class of ‘77 
 
   Summer days often led us down the road to the old 
Dexter/Davenport homesteads, where we frolicked in the tall 
browning grass of the old pasture, making paths and playing hide-
and-seek, and followed muddy trails along the edges of Boyd Lake. 
When we were young, the old chicken coop and log cabin were still 
there at Dexter’s, and we’d go inside to play. The walls of the cabin 
were covered with graffiti that I mostly didn’t understand, although 
some of the drawings were pretty clear to me. Once a colony of 
honey bees swarmed in the old chimney, their buzzing filling the air. 
We left quickly that day! 
   When it rained, we ended up being cooped up inside, which drove 
our Mother crazy! We were a fairly rambunctious group, to say the 
least, and she couldn’t wait for the sun to come out, because for us, 
board games often evolved into a full-contact sport. Lightning storms 
were exciting, the crashing thunder rattling the windows and 
hailstones pounding on the roof as we counted the seconds between 
flash and “BOOM”.  Often there was no time at all between them. In 
our field was an old car roof we used to put hay for the cows in, and 
once some of us huddled under it as the rain poured down and 
lightning flashed all around. Eventually it dawned on us that a steel 
roof in soggy grass might not be the best place to hide from an 
electrical storm, so we made a run for the house. Another time we 
were watching out the fire escape window by Keith and Ben’s beds 
when a lightning bolt hit a tree down by the creek. The top toppled 
out of the tree, and sparks jumped up the barbwire fence and danced 
in the muddy puddle down by the out house- very exciting! 
   The summer heat faded with the coming of evening, and the 
lingering twilight cast a warm glow on the hills of Scotty Road. For 
us, evenings were a special time, with enough light to play by until 
about 10:00. When the flying termites were out, we made flat 
swatters out of split cedar, and chased them through the dusk, 
swinging away and swatting the termites out of the air. Often we 
played horseshoes along side the old barn, the clanging steel 
echoing through the cedars. Kids were allowed to step forward a bit 
in order to make the long pitch, but I moved back to the adult box as 
soon as I was able. Bev’s husband, Terry, used to come and throw 
horseshoes with my Dad, sipping Lucky Lager and counting to 21; 
one for closest shoe and three for a ringer. I sat in the loft of the barn 
and watched through a big gap between the boards where I could sit 
and dangle my feet, as I rooted for Terry to win, which I’m sure hurt 
my Dad’s feelings but I was a kid and knew no better. 
   Among our nearest neighbors was the Rains family, who lived 
down on Schwartz Lake. David Rains was in Doug and Ben’s grade 
at school, and he had two older sisters, Laura and Mona, and a little 
sister about Molly’s age named Ann, as well as a big German 
Shepherd named Bo, who once bit Doug. Bo also tried to chase our 
old black cat, Tarbaby, and ended up with a face full of claws for his 
trouble. They had a dock with a diving board and a boat with a motor, 
and sometimes when our parents were at V.F.W. meetings we snuck 
down there and went swimming, splashing and belly-flopping while 
a chorus of bullfrogs serenaded us, while being careful to be home 
before the folks were. But one Tuesday evening the meeting was 
cancelled, and our parents arrived home to an empty house - panic 
ensued! I guess they searched the neighborhood, calling and 
honking the horn, trying to find us, only to see us walking up the 
dusty road, dripping wet. They were furious! The only time I ever 
remember being hit with a switch, although as a little kid I’m pretty 
sure my older siblings got a stronger dose than I did! We didn’t go 
down to Schwartz Lake so much after that. But, of course, we got 
into other mischief on V.F.W. night instead, like making kids’ version 
of pickles; putting beans, rhubarb, carrots, etc. into jars, then filling 
them with water or vinegar or something and stashing them in old 
stumps out in the woods, where they proceeded to rot, or cooking 

amazing culinary inventions, usually involving a lot of sugar, butter, 
and whatever else was in the cooler, the masterpiece of which was 
Doug’s Blue Goop, a substance of unknown origin, but with 
aerospace technology that could be used to manufacture Space 
Shuttle components! 
   Another favorite summer evening activity was meeting the Rains’ 
and Tim and Ken Puett down at the sandpit. We carved things into 
the sand; sayings, names, pictures, and paths we would wrestle on 
to see who could keep from being thrown off. We made bottle rockets 
by separating Pinwheel fireworks and taping them onto thin cedar 
sticks, and when we heard cars coming toward the sandpit, we lit 
them and then ran and hid as the cars drove by. After Uncle Cliff and 
Aunt Cora sold the Roesiger cabin, we used to meet the Rains kids 
on top of the Rock Quarry, hiking up the hill in the dwindling afterglow 
of the July sun, and we sat on the mossy rock and watched the far 
away blooms of municipal fireworks in places like Arlington or 
Everett. After the Grand Finale, when all of our own pitiful little 
fireworks had been shot off, we traipsed home through the dark 
woods, flashlight beams flickering through the salal and huckleberry 
and reflecting off the rough trunks of fir and hemlock trees. We never 
got lost in the dark, but the walk home was spooky, especially when 
we passed the ominously named “Bear Stump”, where at some point 
in history someone had shot a bear, and in my childish imagination I 
thought bears just naturally congregated there, waiting for kids to 
come by. Luckily my older brothers were there to protect me, but we 
never saw a bear, anyway.    
   As evening became night, things calmed down. Sometimes we had 
what we kids called a “Moonlight Night”, when the moon was full and 
the sky was clear and it was bright enough outside to play by. In the 
moonglow we played Hide-and–seek and Kick The Can, or our 
favorite, a game of vague rules and no winner called “Big, bad wolf”, 
where whoever was designated “Wolf” tried to catch us before we 
reached the safety of Grandma’s House, also known as the front 
porch. Whoever got caught was the next Wolf, and the game 
continued until we were told it was time for bed. 
   We lay in the darkness as mosquitoes buzzed around our heads 
and frogs sang their one-note tunes from the swamp, soft breezes 
blowing through open windows. In the moonlight the breezes carried 
the far-off howls of coyotes and the answering barks of our dogs, as 
we tried to cool off by uncovering as much as possible. Soon enough 
the light of another dawn and the call of morning birds would wake 
us to another summer adventure, but for now our tired eyes drifted 
off into peaceful slumber. 
   Eventually, like all good things, summer came to an end. Mornings 
became colder, with a nip of fall in the air. When we were little, this 
meant that soon most of our playmates would be gone all day, and 
when we were older it meant it would soon be time for that first day 
of school; time to break out our new clothes and see old friends, get 
to know new teachers, crack open new books and learn new things. 
The yellow bus would come and turn around in our driveway, Mrs. 
Tuttle behind the wheel, and we’d get on, ready to begin another 
year. But in our heads and in our hearts, we dreamed of the joys of 
summer.   

******* 
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