
 
 

  Our mission:  to collect, preserve and share the history of the Granite Falls region to foster better understanding and  
appreciation of the values that built our city and contributed to our County’s rural heritage. 

Our purpose:  to locate and identify appropriate material, to protect and interpret that material, and finally to make it  
available to the greatest possible extent. 

 

Dues 

 

GFHS is an all-volunteer organization with no paid staff. We 
function solely on the dues and donations that we receive from 
our members and friends. All monies (100%) are used for 
programs and paying our bills. Dues are very reasonable. 
Consider joining our museum!  

 

$100 lifetime membership 
$20 family membership 
$15 single membership 

               $0 student membership (free!) 

 

1.  online - use our PayPal link 

 

2.  by mail (check), PO Box 1414, Granite Falls WA 98252 

 

3.  at the museum (cash or check), Sundays, noon - 5PM 

 

GRANITE FALLS HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
109 E. Union Street, Granite Falls, WA 98252 

(360) 691-2603 http://www.gfhistory.org 
  

 
 
 

 April 2022

 

1. Spring has sprung! 
2. Scholarships 
3. Bridge #102 update 
4. Virtual Reality 
5. Mountain Loop Highway 
6. Taking care of business 
7. Sharing 
8. Researching 
9. Odds & Ends 
10. Sad news 
11. To be noted 
 
1. Spring has sprung! - The rain, frost, clouds and rain, sun, 
rain, clouds and snow, and more rain are finally diminishing! 
We are now getting warmer temperatures and longer days 
as spring conditions are encouraging buds and blossoms at 
the museum and around the general area. You can stop by 
the museum on Sundays between noon and 5:00 PM for a 
visit, or call/email to make arrangements for other days. 

 
2. Scholarships - The Granite Falls Historical Society’s 
2022 Scholarship Committee consists of Bob Ingraham, 
Regina Jones, Fred Cruger, Lisa Schmidt, and Tom 
Thorleifson. On April 22, Tom Thorleifson picked up the 
2022 scholarship applications from the Granite Falls School 
District for GF and Crossroads High Schools, then started 
preparing all the packets and information for the committee 
members. There are new folks involved in the process for 
the district, so a few glitches have been encountered and 
fixed, with thanks to Beth Morrison for making the 
transition as smooth as possible. We are awarding a $2000 
Historical Society Scholarship for a student planning on 

attending a 4-year or 2-year institution, or someone 
pursuing certification in a trade or a technical certification. 
The Mary Bayh Memorial Scholarship, also in the amount 
of $2000, is provided for a student planning on going to 
college, with preference given to someone wanting to go 
into the field of education. Each scholarship requires a 
minimum overall grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0 
based on a 4.0 system. Results will be submitted to the 
district in time to process for their May 26 Scholarship Night 
presentation at Granite Falls High School. 
 
3. Bridge #102 update - On April 15, Tom Thorleifson and 
Fred Cruger joined City Manager Brent Kirk in attending 
the public presentation held by Representative Suzan 
DelBene at the Falls Bridge (Bridge #102), praising all 
those involved in obtaining a record 22 million dollar grant 

To our friends and members  
throughout the community, state, and across all borders: 

“Thank you for your support!” 

 

April 2022 Newsletter 

The City’s 
roundabout 
entrance to 
town looks 

great! 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9K3P5GHV6XVW8&submit.x=153&submit.y=10
http://www.gfhistory.org/
https://ci.granite-falls.wa.us/?page_id=617
https://delbene.house.gov/
https://delbene.house.gov/
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Docents and volunteers for April 2022 
Thank You! 

 

   Angie Rosenkranz     Marcia Day 
   Barb Scherrer      Regina Jones 
   Bob Ingraham      Robin Ingraham 
   Fred Cruger       Ron Chew 
   Jamieson Haverfield    Sara Mach 
   Scott Bower       John Scherrer 
   Tim Quillen       Lisa Schmidt 
   Tom Thorleifson      Duffy 

for this project. Then on April 17, we received links to an 
article in the Lynnwood Times regarding the replacement of 
Bridge #102. Publisher/Owner Mario Lotmore had attended 
the public presentation at the bridge on April 15. You can 
view the video newscast here. 
 
4. Virtual Reality - On April 21, we received an invitation 
from Lisa Labovitch, Everett Library Northwest Room, to 
participated in a “virtual reality” webinar, should we be 
interested in joining them in a grant application. The 
description said, “This hour webinar will give you an 
overview about what your library will gain from being a 
successful applicant in the VR360 grant opportunity. Not 
only will you get the equipment, but training and support will 
be provided to become familiar with the equipment, to learn 
how to create a vR360 storyboard and the basics of 
creating a VR360 recording to preserve and/or create 
meaningful cultural memories for your communities.” Then 
on April 27 Fred Cruger and Tom Thorleifson joined Lisa 
and other libraries around the state for an hour-long 
presentation on using Virtual Reality and 360° video to 
enhance historical presentations.  
 
5. Mountain Loop Highway - On April 14, Fred Cruger and 
Tom Thorleifson attended a free webinar titled 
“Revitalizing Rural Economies and Strengthening Main 
Streets Through Trails”, sponsored by American Trails and 
partners including the U.S. Forest Service (USFS), National 
Park Service (NPS), Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 
and the Federal Highway Administration. It described how a 
small town in Vermont capitalized on having nearby hiking 
trails. Anna Roth, one of the folks from Washington Trails 
Association (WTA), invited us to attend, but we only had a 
one-day notice. Anna is very active in the WTA effort aimed 
at the Mountain Loop Highway. 
 
6. Taking care of business (a few things during April) - 
6A. Murdock invitation - At the beginning of the month on 
April 1, we received an invitation from Murdock Trust to 
submit a one-time grant. This was based on our successful 
grant request for the expansion project, and it was 
discussed at our April Board Meeting, tasking members  to 
find something meaningful that can help the Granite Falls 
Museum. The invitation reads in part:  “This one-time grant 
invitation is an opportunity to submit a request for funding to 
be used in creative and intentional ways. Funds can be 
used for team building, mental/spiritual support, and 
organizational planning for related adjustments to 
encourage staff and reflect creative care for your team... 
The deadline for submission of the request is October 31, 

2022; however, you are encouraged to submit an 
application as soon as you have thoughtfully considered the 
invitation.” 
6B. IRS Form 990 - On April 7, the IRS Form 990 was 
finally submitted, covering the 2020 tax year (we originally 
filed an IRS Form 990-EZ, but were asked to re-file using a 
Form 990). Then on April 17, the Form 990 and schedules 
for tax year 2021 were completed and sent to the Board for 
review. They were submitted on April 25 to the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS). Now, all financial reports within 
PastPerfect have been re-designed to sort revenue and 
expenses into categories that will fit Form 990 in 
straightforward fashion. Prior to this, they had been 
optimized for Form 990-EZ. After hours and days of work by 
Treasurer Fred Cruger, each year was checked and 
double-checked, then submitted to the IRS. The IRS always 
wants feedback on how they are doing, but Form 990 was 
so time consuming and burdensome that there is no energy 
left to communicate to the IRS on ways to make it as 
effective without so much work. Using the 2020 and 2021 
files, next year should not take as long. 
6C. Snohomish newspaper grant - On April 12, we were 
contacted by Library Manager Jude Anderson of Sno-Isle 
Library in Snohomish and President and Founder Paul 
Jeffko of SmallTownPapers in Shelton that the digitization 
of the Snohomish Tribune was about to kick off. They 
were working out the shipping details then, and the first 
load has been shipped to STP. This is the effort for which 
GFHS applied for (and received) funding from the 
Snohomish County Heritage Grant for 2022. 
6D. New T-shirts - On April 13, Board Member Angie 
Rosenkranz scored a significant donation for a new T-shirt 
production from Art By Nature, and is still seeking others. 
This will help greatly in printing a set of shirts as a Museum 
fund raiser. On April 19, Charlie Berlin from Blue Jay 
Sceen Printing sent information regarding T-shirt pricing, 
and he offered a nice discount to help our fundraising. 

https://lynnwoodtimes.com/meet-our-team/
https://lynnwoodtimes.com/2022/04/16/28-7-million-granite-falls-bridge/
https://www.epls.org/27/NW-History
https://www.americantrails.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/mbs/about-forest/offices/?cid=fsbdev7_001648
https://www.nps.gov/index.htm
https://www.nps.gov/index.htm
https://www.blm.gov/
https://highways.dot.gov/
https://www.wta.org/
https://www.wta.org/
https://www.irs.gov/
https://www.irs.gov/
https://museumsoftware.com/
https://www.sno-isle.org/locations/25/
https://www.sno-isle.org/locations/25/
https://www.smalltownpapers.com/
https://artbynatureinc.com/
https://www.bluejayscreenprinting.com/info
https://www.bluejayscreenprinting.com/info
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May 2022 Calendar 

 

May 1 - Sunday, noon to 5pm, Museum is open  
May 5 - Thursday, Girl Scouts visit Museum 
May 8 - Sunday, noon to 5pm, Museum is open 
May 14 - Saturday, Cadillac Club visit, 2:00 PM 
May 15 - Sunday, noon to 5pm, Museum is open 
May 22 - Sunday, noon to 5pm, Museum is open  
May 26 - Scholarship Night, 6:00 PM 
May 29 - Sunday, noon to 5pm, Museum is open  
May 30 - Memorial Day 
May 30 - Monday, 7pm, Board meeting, City Hall  
May 25 - Monday, 7pm, Board meeting, City Hall 
May 18 to June 10, classroom visits to the museum 

Spithill Sawmill  
near Robe Canyon 
with full load  
of shingles ready 
to cross the bridge 

6E. Libility Waivers? - On April 19, we received an inquiry 
from the folks at the Stillaguamish Valley Pioneer Museum 
about whether we require our docents/volunteers to sign a 
liability waiver. Such a waiver would relieve the museum of 
any liability should one of the volunteers get injured at the 
museum. We do not. 
6F. A “pat on the back” - On April 2, we received a note 
from Member Joni Smith, pointing us toward a “letter to 
the editor” she submitted to The Everett Herald. She spoke 
very highly of the visit she and several other Everett 
historians made to the Granite Falls Museum. 
 
7. Sharing 
7A. 45 Mine - On April 7, we received a request from an 
online visitor asking for possible exploratory routes that 
might be hiked to reach the 45 Mine properties. We 
provided a number of maps and some links to the 
Northwest Underground Explorers, but access would be 
very difficult. 
7B. American Legion Cemetery - On April 10, Member Gil 
Winje was searching for a handwritten book detailing the 
burial history of the American Legion Cemetery in town. 
Even though we have great information from Sextant 
Chuck Smith in some Excel files, they didn’t contain any of 
the plot information Gil was hoping to recover. 
7C. Holland Marsh - On April 13, we received a request 
from Member Joni Smith for information on the area near 
the Scherrer homestead that is being renamed “Holland 
Marsh”. We provided a recommendation for the renaming 
almost a year ago, and provided Joni with the information 
we had. 
 
8.Researching 
8A. Eggert House and Crowley’s Saloon - On April 14, we 
received a request from John Tylczak for any details we 
have on the Eggert House and the location of Crowley’s 
Saloon in Getchell. Although we have not yet found the 
tavern, the search led to some interesting information on 
the “non-town” of Getchell and its predecessor, 
Springfield. John is a photographer and author whose 
works are being featured in a Mason County Historical 
Society exhibit starting May 17 titled, “CHASING GHOSTS, 
Loggers’ Laments and Other Tales From the Dark Woods”. 
He sent this great picture of the Eggert house, which still 
stands today on 84th Street close to the Getchell Trailhead 
on the Centennial Trail. 

8B. Spithill - We received a request on April 27 from Jack 
Spithill, grandson of John (Jack) Spithill whose family was 
very prominent in Granite Falls history. He specifically was 
looking for where his grandfather was laid to rest. A few 

dead ends at the start of the searching prompted even 
more sleuthing, which is still on-going at the end of the 
month. Some good leads have been found to indicate 
where his remains might be, including an official copy of his 
death certificate.  
 
9. Odds &Ends 
9A. Canyon Creek owners from the past - On April 15, we 
received a note from Eric Sundby, whose grandparents 
owned Canyon Creek Lodge, saying he and his sister 
hope to visit us sometime in May. The Canyon Creek Lodge 
no longer stands, but we do know where it was located.

9B. Scouts - On April 12, we got a “thank you” note from 
Beth Morrison for hosting the Scouts in March. 
9C. Lake Stevens Historical Society - In a show of support 
for the Lake Stevens Historical Society, Fred Cruger and 
Tom Thorleifson attended the Lake Stevens City Council 
meeting on Tuesday, April 26. LSHS was on the agenda to 

Eggert House 
Getchell 

http://www.stillymuseum.org/
https://www.heraldnet.com/opinion/granite-falls-civic-campus-honors-citys-past/
https://www.facebook.com/northwestundergroundexplorations/about
https://www.findagrave.com/cemetery/76699/american-legion-cemetery
https://www.masoncountyhistoricalsociety.org/
https://www.masoncountyhistoricalsociety.org/
http://www.lakestevenshistoricalmuseum.org/
https://www.lakestevenswa.gov/
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Donating to the museum  

 

The Granite Falls Historical Society (GFHS) is a non-
profit, 501(c)(3) organization. GFHS is registered and in 
good standing with the Washington State Secretary of 
State and with the U.S. Internal Revenue Service. You 
can financially help the museum in five ways: 

 

1.  online - use our PayPal link 

 

2.  by mail (check), PO Box 1414, Granite Falls WA 98252 

 

3.  at the museum (cash or check), Sundays noon - 5PM 

 

4.  shopping at Amazon, Fred Meyer, or IGA - a portion of 
your purchases can be directed to the museum at no 
extra cost to you. Click here for the link. 

 

5.  Mail Zone Auto Licensing Center, (SR 92 at  
     84th Street NE) has a donation box for the museum. 

 

April 2022 Visitors

In-person Visitors Online Visitors

location places # visitors location places # visitors

Washington State 11 53 Washington State 44 164

1 other state 1 2 14 other states 36 72

0 foreign countries 0 0 7 foreign countries 11 18

TOTALS: 12 55 TOTALS: 91 254

discuss their need for a museum building. Because of the 
City’s plans for revitalizing the downtown area five years 
ago, the existing museum and library building, itself a 
historic structure, was demolished. The library had to go into 
storage for several months until the old police station was 
refurbished. The museum was forced to move their entire 
collection into a small, temporary building that is not large 
enough to set up any displays. The Grimm House, was 
moved, but without heat or A/C to protect its contents during 
the cold and heat this last year. There have been no definite 
plans by the City to provide a replacement structure that 
would be suitable for a museum. The LS Museum 
presenters were President Anita Kroeze, Curator and 
Board Officer Cyndi Fraser, Board Secretary Ann 
Hoffman, and Board Member Nancy Joao, and they were 
very informative. Hopefully something can be worked out 
soon. Fred attended as a Granite Falls Historical Society 
Board Member, and Tom attended as the President of the 
League of Snohomish County Heritage Organizations 
(aka “LOSCHO” or “The League”). 
 
10. Sad news - During the month of April three of our oldest 
members passed: 
Shirley (Curtis) Hall - On April 3, we received the sad news 
that Shirley (Curtis) Hall passed away in January. She was 
born in what we call the “Sharp House” (museum house), 
graduating from Granite Falls High School in 1941. Her 
obituary can be found here. 
Eldon Kirstein - On April 12, we received word from Dean 
Ramert that Eldon Kirstein, long a museum stalwart, had 
passed away. Eldon was Treasurer for decades, and his 
beautiful chuckle will be missed by all. He was also in the 
Class of 1941. Eldon’s memorial service is scheduled for 

May 15, 12:30 PM at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, 215 
Mukilteo Blvd (near Forest Park) in Everett. 
Ted Peddycord - We heard on April 27 that Ted Peddycord 
had passed away. Ted had served as our president in years 
past, and was instrumental in supporting all of our major 
museum decisions with sound judgment. Until recently he 
was still active and willing to volunteer for everything, always 
adding “God willin’ and the creek don’t rise”. His memorial 
has not yet been scheduled. He was in the Class of 1950. 
 
11. To be noted - As in previous months, all of the items 
above are extracted from dated email contacts with outside 
organizations, but there are other museum activities that 

don’t necessarily involve email (or involve too many emails). 
During April, progress was made in sorting, accessioning, 
and storing donated books and papers. We still are receiving 
much-needed help from Sarah Mach, who is using the 
experience as training for a museum-oriented career. We 
are now bringing material from the Sharp House to be 
digitized and filed. Progress was hampered by the extended 
IRS Form 990 effort, but that is finally out of the way 
(whew!). The museum property is mowed, edged (thanks 
Ron), and mostly weeded (thanks Fred), and really is 
looking not too bad. Inside, Marcia Day has replaced Easter 
decorations with more generic Spring items to keep the 
interior cheery, as well! Tom Thorleifson has been 
scheduling elementary class visits to the museum for May - 
June. The response from the schools has been exceptional! 

 
******* 

Books on local history 
Available at the Granite Falls Museum  

and/or on Amazon.com 
 

1.  The Everett and Monte Cristo Railway, by Woodhouse,  
Jacobson, and Peterson (historical non-fiction), $40 museum 

 

2.  French Peter - Journey to Hat Island, by J.D. Howard (new, 
 historical fiction), $17 paperback on Amazon 

 

3. Heart’s Gold, by Joan Rawlins Husby (historical fiction), $16 
 paperback at the museum 

 

4.  A Logger’s Daughter: Growing Up in Washington’s Woods,  
 by Joan Rawlins Husby (biography, historical non-fiction),  
 $16 paperback Amazon 

 

5.  Margaret Callahan “Mother of Northwest Art”, by Brian Tobey 
 Callahan, (biography, historical non-fiction, art), $28 museum 
 

6.  On the Trail of Richard Roesiger, A Pioneer’s Life in the  
 Pacific Northwest, by Monika Teuscher-Schramm,  
 (biography, historical non-fiction), $30 paperback on Amazon 

 

7.  Pilchuck Valley Reflections, by Dorothy Jean Schroeder  
 (historical non-fiction), $20 paperback at the museum 

 

8.  The Pride of Monte Cristo, by J.D. Howard  
 (historical fiction), $16 paperback, at Amazon 
 

9.  Sawdust Empire, by J.D. Howard (historical fiction),  
 $15 paperback Amazon 

 

10. Shellback, by Jeanne-Marie Osterman (poetry),  
 $15 paperback at the museum 

 

 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=9K3P5GHV6XVW8&submit.x=153&submit.y=10
http://www.gfhistory.org/matches2017.pdf
https://local.dmv.org/washington/branch/vehicle-licensing-office-1-lake-stevens
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/heraldnet/name/shirley-hall-obituary?id=32356161
https://www.oslc-everett.com/
https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.amazon.com/Everett-Monte-Cristo-Railway/dp/0964752182
https://www.amazon.com/French-Peter-Journey-Hat-Island-ebook/dp/B09JHVG1KH
https://www.amazon.com/Hearts-Gold-Monte-Cristo-Memories/dp/098216811X
https://www.amazon.com/Loggers-Daughter-Growing-Washingtons-Woods/dp/0982168101
https://www.amazon.com/Margaret-Callahan-Mother-Northwest-Art/dp/1426900988
https://www.amazon.com/Trail-Richard-Roesiger-Pioneers-Northwest/dp/1546771506
https://www.amazon.com/Trail-Richard-Roesiger-Pioneers-Northwest/dp/1546771506
https://www.amazon.com/Pilchuck-Reflections-chronicle-pioneer-families/dp/0984935363
https://www.amazon.com/Pride-Monte-Cristo-JD-Howard/dp/1733604308
https://www.amazon.com/Sawdust-Empire-J-D-Howard/dp/1541221761/ref=pd_lpo_4?pd_rd_i=1541221761&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Shellback-Jeanne-Marie-Osterman/dp/1734496533

