The Will to Survive
Sure enough, it’s Winter, the snow has started, and of course the questions start being asked: “Is the Loop
closed at Deer Creek?” “Is the road open at all?” “Is there power past Sand Hill?” All the questions and
answers can now be easily found on Facebook! But every now and then, people mention some “landmark”,
and not too surprisingly, one that appears quite often is “the old store in Verlot”, or for those in the know,
“Green Gables Store”.
There was once a fairly thriving collection of businesses on Mountain Loop. There was one right by the
Falls that changed from tavern to snack bar to restaurant over the years. There was the well-known Canyon
Creek Lodge, which burned once, was rebuilt to even greater fame, and ultimately burned again right on the
side of the highway, the location now marked only by a number of large rocks in a line. The Robe Restaurant,
later known as “Tina’s” and as the “Mountain View Inn” operated for decades, and was for a time the only
motel in the area. At the far end of the southern leg of the Loop was the Big Four Inn, a tourist destination
for several decades starting in the early 1920s, eventually lost to fire in 1949.
But the one business
that seemed to survive
through thick and thin
was “Green Gables”, a
house turned into a
restaurant, with property
around it that became a
resort in itself. There
were rental cabins, of
course, but there were
also people who lived on
the property full-time. It
was a place to stop after a day of exploring. It was a place to
hold meetings for a variety of organizations. It was even a place
for a former owner to return, re-purchase, and re-marry!

On May 7, 1936 the newspaper in Granite Falls
mentioned the improvements being made to the
home of Ab and Anna Gosa. By the following
month, the Jun 11 newspaper spoke of the new
“resort”! From the very start, it was intended
as a friendly place to stop and enjoy.

Mr Gosa passed away in 1939, but the new owners, Mr and Mrs Stacey carried on the tradition of hospitality.
The Dec 18, 1947
talked of the Boy
Scouts visiting
from Edmonds.
The July 22, 1948
paper described
the American
Legion picnic to be
held at Green
Gables.
The Oct 5 ,1950
issue told of a visit
by the Camp Fire
Girls and their
outdoor adventures. Other issues told of a variety of scout
meetings, fire department meetings, ladies auxiliary
meetings, etc., many of which rotated between Green
Gables, Tina’s, and other Loop businesses.

By the 1960s, Green Gables was owned by Ralph
and Alyce Holm. They sold it to the Murrells around
1967, but then Alyce returned to repurchase the
place a few years later, a much heralded event in
June 1970.
The resort had been continually modernized by
its owners, with new cabins, new well, and
ultimately a complete gas station!

Alyce’s return was a happy
occasion for the community. Her
mother Mrs Maycock was
familiarly known as “grandma” to
everyone in the area. Of interest
as well is the short article
mentioning Camp SilvertonWalheim, another historically
significant facility on the south side
of Mountain Loop that deserves to
be open to the public once again!
Less than a year later, the Sept 16,
1971 newspaper told of Alyce’s
wedding to James Nussbaum. Of
course, the wedding took place at
her beloved Green Gables!!

The 2014 closure of nearby Gold Basin campground nearly put Green Gables to death economically,
reducing business by over 50%, but a couple Mountain Loop proponents stepped in to revive the business
and strive to weave it into the community fabric again. Randy and Edith Farrell are leasing the original Green
Gables building and offering refreshments, souvenirs, trails advice, and groceries to locals and tourists alike.
Stepping inside the Green Gables General Store, you can enjoy the original woodwork and fireplace, and
imagine the thousands of visitors that have enjoyed the setting since the mid-1930s.
Yes, it’s winter, but there is one old place of business that is going strong and offers you a warm place to
stop and enjoy your trip. Maybe it’s the
location, maybe it’s the owner/operators,
maybe it’s the spirits in the old building . .
. but it has survived, outliving all of its
contemporaries. Its survival is history in
its own right, so if you’re looking for a
little Winter adventure, try the Loop for
sledding or snowshoeing (the USFS is
starting to schedule snowshoe
adventures in January!). Then stop in for
a little more history, good food, and good
conversation at the Green Gables!

